Introduced by Council Members Yarborough and Redman: 

RESOLUTION 2011-748
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING LAZAR AND RAISSA FINKER FOR THEIR MANY BUSINESS, CULTURAL, AND PHILANTHROPIC CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE COMMUNITY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, as a young couple hailing from the City of Kazan, Russia, Lazar and Raissa Finker excelled in their studies with Mr. Finker earning a PhD in Education and Mrs. Finker earning a PhD in Economics in 1982; and,

WHEREAS, Mr. Finker founded and directed the first private community college in Russia while Mrs. Finker served as an officer in the Kazan Finance and Economics Institute and later as a lecturer in the Kazan Finance and Economics Institute; and,

WHEREAS, in 1991, at the invitation of Florida Community College at Jacksonville, the Finkers and their son, Eugene, relocated to the United States and settled in Jacksonville, Florida, and since 1994, the Finkers have served at the helm of Itera USA and Itera International Energy Corporation; and,

WHEREAS, as business leaders, the Finkers have contributed significantly to Jacksonville’s economy by creating local jobs and generating business on the First Coast and their worldwide ventures have further established Jacksonville as a major international hub and have brought foreign executives to Jacksonville for business; and,

WHEREAS, the Finkers have shared their passion for music and art by inviting foreign world class singers and musicians to perform in Jacksonville and have sponsored art exhibitions with some of the finest collections on earth; and,

WHEREAS, the Finkers played a major role in the establishment of Chabad Lubavitch, a social, religious, and educational Jewish organization on the Southside of Jacksonville; and,


WHEREAS, with the Finkers’ continued support, Chabad of Southside grew from an apartment living room to now a thriving Southside Center, with schools, a Synagogue and countless social services positively touching thousands of lives and making Jacksonville a better place; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Honoring and commending.  The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Lazar and Raissa Finker for their many business, cultural, and philanthropic contributions to the Jacksonville community and wishes them continued success for many years to come.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

   /s/ Margaret M. Sidman_______ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Council Member Yarborough
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